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The ARGUMENTS, Oc. 


T is :a. misfortune, peculiar to all wy) 
undertakings of a public nature, 14 

which cannot be too much lamented, 
that the execution of them ſhou'd be 
attended with an infringement of the 
rights, and privileges of certain Indi- 
viduals, or of particular Bodies of 
Men; but as this is no more than what 
mult happen in the common, and ordi- 
nary courſe of ſuch events, they ſhou'd 
learn to bear it with temper, and 
moderation, and not upon private 
grounds, or by an addreſs to the pal- 
=" ſions 
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the two former, and the fuperior ad- 
vantages which wou'd accrue to the 


Public from the conſtruction of one at 
the latter ferry. 


4. I ſhall confider the general argu- 
ments made uſe. of in oppoſition to the 
meaſure; and am induc'd to hope that 
the anſwers given to them will not 
claſh with the general opinion of the 
Engineer. a 


1. The delays to which all ferries 
are ſubject over navigable rivers, and 
impetuous torrents, the danger of 
them at ſome ſeaſons, and the im- 
practicability of paſſing at others, is 
a ſufficient argument in favour of 
Bridges in general; and the dif: 
tance from Newark to the Humber, 
between which there are none, is an 
additional reaſon why one onght to be 


erected on a ſpot nearly central. A 
Commur 


% 
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Communication ſo eaſy, ſafe, and ex- 
peditious, form'd between grazing, 
and manufacturing Counties, wou'd 
give a ſpirit, life, and energy to their 
Trade, with the advantage of its local 


ſituation to the Trade of G 


„ hi- 


therto inexperiene'd and unknown; 
and wou'd cement a permanent, and 
never-failing Connection between the 


principal Towns, to which the Trent 


has been an almoſt inſurmountable 


barrier. In ſhort it would open a new, 
and, in point of Commerce, an undiſco 


ver'd country to the Eaſt, and Weſt, 
which wou'd amply repay all parties, 


for the trouble, and expence in the 
acquiring; and to argue that we have 
exiſted ſo long without the intended 
Communication, is only to prove we 
have been blind to our reſpective inte- 
reſts, and pleaſures: but this will be 


conſidered more fully under the zd 


diviſion of the ſubject. 
22 B 3 a 1. The 
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1. The ſituation of Dunham is cer- 
tainly more central than the reſt, when 
we conſider the county at large, and 
include the South, and South, Eaſt 
diviſions of Holland, and Keſteven, 
but the major part of the Inhabitants 
of theſe diviſions, are ſo much nearer 
to the Bridge at Newark, which con- 
veys them, and their cattle, immedi- 
ately into Nottinghamſhire, and York- 
ſhire, that one at D—— cov'd not 
poſſibly accommodate them: nor cou'd 
it accommodate the north, or the 
north Eaſt diviſion of Lindſey, the In- 
habitants of which wou'd {till prefer 
the paſſage over Walkrith Ferry, to a 
detour of 30 miles they muſt make, 
by Dunham, into Yorkſhire. It might 
be of partial utility to Lincoln, and 
that neighbourhood, but is too near 
Newark, and too far diſtant from the 
Humber, to be eligible; as not the 


moſt central ſituation of the county at 
large, 
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large, but the moſt central one prac- 
ticable, between theſe two extremes, 
which is Gainſbro', I apprehend to be 
the only one that can be adopted with 
any hopes of ſuccels. 


A Bridge at Dunham, for theſe ob- 
vious reaſons, wou'd never pay any 


tolerable rate of intereſt for the mo- 


ney expended upon it, and, as it 
never will be adopted by a County 
Rate, is not likely to ſucceed in any 
ſhape, or form whatſoever. 

2. To Littlebro', moſt, if not all 
of theſe objections, with "my 


And as to Walkrith, tho? 3 
times contended for, I ſhall only deign 
to make this ſhort reply; — That Par- 
liament can never conſent to the de- 
ſtruction of the moſt flouriſhing Town 
in the County, and the whole Trade 
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cattle, wow'd: be thus eaſily avoided. 
The numerous droves of beaſts from 


." KEN 


of the River Trent, that of Lincoln 


excepted, which bears a proportion of 
about one to forty. 


3. Gainſbro', which is nearly equi- 
diſtant, from the extremes of Newark, 
and the Humber, will fall next under 
conſideration. If. a proper ſtone 
Bridge ſhou'd be erected here, as with 
the conſent of Parliament is intended, 
the Inhabitants. to the North, North 
Eaſt, and Eaſt of the County, will al- 
ways prefer the paſlage over it into 
Yorkſhire, and the more northern: 
counties, to the ferry at Walkrith ;- 
the difference, in point-. of diſtance, 
between one, and the other, not beiag 
greater than two miles from any part 
of. the . difficulty, de- 
lay, and danger of paſſing the latter 
ferry, particularly with droves of 


different 
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different parts of Scotland, which paſs 
at Walkrith, or, in time of floods,. go 
round by Newark, in their way to 
Narfolk, and Suffolk, where they are 
fatted for the London market, wou'd 
all come to this Bridge. Travellers 
of various deſcriptions from Nerthum- 
berland, Cumberland, Durham, Lan- 


would take this route into Lincoln- 
ſhire, (the extreme South part of it 
excepted) and might conveniently do 
it, by a ſhorter trip, into the counties 
of Cambridge, Ely, Norfolk, &c. 
and vice ver{i. It wou'd open a free, 
and extenſive Communication for a 
very conſiderable part of the inhabi- 
tants of this large county, (who are 
almoſt ſurrounded by water) with the 
great South, and North Road to Lon- 
don, or Edinburgh ; and one not leſs 
important with the Weſt of England, 
with the counties of Nottingham, 

Derby, 


caſhire, Weſtmoreland, and Yorkfhire, 


ver in the Kingdom, the inhabitants 
of whoſe borders are depriv'd, for 70 
ſucceſſive miles, of the advantages re- 
ſulting from them: And He muſt be 
very bold indeed, who will affirm that 
a poſitive, and immediate good ought 
to give place to one, in future, pre- 
ſumptive, and uncertain. 1 
4. Allowing then, that the general 
ntility, and advantage of: the adjoining 
counties wou'd be highly promoted by 
this meaſure, as well as the trade, and 
the intereſt of a large, and flouriſhing 
town, which I think no unprejudiced 
perſon will deny, I hall proceed to 
anſwer the Objections adduc'd againſt 
it on account of the Navigation ; the 
ſum of which are compriz'd in the 
danger, and delay, attending Veſſels 
that may paſs, and repaſs the intended 
Bridge. . 
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They will paſs it with the current, 
from Torkſey, to the North, and with 
the tide to Gainſbro' return again 
thro" it to the South; for as to the 
{ailing far againſt either tide, or cur- 


rent, upon a river which winds ſo 


much as the Trent, it is a circumſtance 
which occurs roo ſeldom to require 
any degree of attention, or conſi- 
deration. 


Keek often navigate from Torkſey 


to Gainſbro' with their maſts down, 


and the ſame current, which brings 
them to the Bridge, will carry them 
thro', as the tide alſo will on their 
return, if the Pilot's grog is not 


too potent for his reaſon, and he can 


ſteer a veſſel, which requires only 15 
feet water way; thro' an arch of above 
70 feet wide. But let us ſuppoſe 
their maſts and ſails ſtanding, with a 
fair wind, it is an ealy matter to lower 
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rally clear enough for 3 keels to paſs 
a-breaſt, and will be more particularly 
attended to, ſhou'd che Bridge take 
place. However to remove all diffi- 
culties on this point, there is little 
doubt, if the Engineer ſhou'd think it 
adviſeable, and the ſhore will permit, 
but the Subſcribers will agree to re- 
move it a hundred, or one hundred 
and fifty yards higher to the South. 


A ſecond objection, is the degree of 
Fall, the water will have at the Mouth 
of the Bridge, which they eſtimate at 
about 2 feet, but for which other na- 
vigators will not allow ſo many inches. 
Who ſhall decide when Doctors diſ- 
agree ? tho' if we may judge from ana- 
logy (and we cannot do better before 
the fact is fully eftabliſhed) the former 
aſſertion is too extravagant to deſerve 
much regard. | 


There 
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There is no fall, or at leaſt nd 
perceptible one, either at Black- 
fryars, or Weſtminſter Bridge, thro' 
which the tide ebbs, and flows with 
great violence, the body of water, 
from the vaſt width, and depth of the 
river Thames, being much: greater than 
that of the Trent. And there are 
more than 20, and not leſs I believe 
than 30 Bridges over the Thames be- 
tween Weſtminſter, and: Henley ; 
which we may preſume wou'd, 
at the time, have occaſion'd a po- 
pular clamour againſt them, fufli- 
cient for the prevention, had either 
the navigation been materially ob- 
ſtructed, or the current of the water 
fo much impeded,” as to cauſe more 
frequent, and exceſſive inundations. 
There are Bridges alſo over the Ouſe, 
Tyne, and Severn, and already over 
the Trent, which if the dire effects of 
obſtruction, and oyerflowings had been 
expected from the ſituation, or con- 
ſtruction of them, wou'd never have 
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been built; or if ſuch effects hag 
taken place in one inſtance, the pro- 
greſſive ardor of the public, for erec- 
tion of this kind, . 1 ceas as'd. 


2 muſt not . in „ this at to 
mention, the objections, which ſome 
of the proprietors of eſtates, ' between 
Newton, and Gainſbro', and to the 
Eaſt of theſe boundaries, have made, 
upon the ſame principles; viz. that 
the Bridge will impede the current ſo 
much as to increaſe, and detain the 
water thrown upon their land in time 
of floods. In this inſtance of ſcrupu- 
ous jealouſy, I beg leave to obſerve 
to them, in reply, — that the level of 
the country, and of the water, whoſe 
current al way bears a proportion to it, 
is very much higher indeed at the 
one, than at the other place; — that 
the Side Arches of the Bridge, which 
are propos'd to be made 6a feet wide, 
will be extended . high-water 
mark, 
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mark, and what is now a: flat, and 
warpy ſhore, will under the Bridge, 
with the aſſiſtance of the ſpade, be 
converted into a channet as clear, and 
navigable, for ſmall craft, as that of 
the middle arch; ſo that the naviga- 
tion may really gain, in this inſtance, 
as much as it will loſe in that of the 
_ Piers, the Current conſequently can- 
not be obſtructed, or its velocity in- 
creas*d : the Road alſo leading immedi- 
ately from it, over the: Marſhes, to the 
Weft, will be carried for half a mile, 
or further, either upon continued 
Arches, or a ſucceſſive number of 
them at proper intervals, for carrying 
off the water, produced by great 
floods. | 5 5 


A third objection offer'd by the na- 
vigators is the ſtoppage, and obſtrue- 
tion to the Tides, which, if true, the 
proprietors of the eſtates juſt men- 


ro 


(209. 
to the detention of the current, an4 
if true, to the extent which the for- 


mer pretend, might prove really inju- 


rious to the navigation. Having, in 
their turn, recourſe to analogy, they 
affirm, that ſince the Building of 
Blackfryars Bridge, the tide has not 
flow'd ſo high up the Thames, by a 
mile, as it us'd to do- Allowing the 
fact, and that a ſimilar cauſe might 
produce the ſame effe upon the 
Trent, (which by the bye our moſt 
ſkilful. Sailors deny) it cannot be detri- 
mental to Lincoln, whoſe keelmen na- 
vigate no higher than Torkſey, when 
it is well known the tide flows to Dune 
ham, and even to Marnham. Be- 
ſides, the argument, inſtead of mak- 


ing againſt Blackfryars, London, or 


the propoſed Bridge, would be irre- 
ſiſtible in their favour, and clearly 
evinces, that obſtructions by water 
maſt give place tq the greater conve- 
nience, of a Communication by Land. 

But 


1 ( 21 
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But I wov'd aſk theſe Objectors, whe- 


ther the Town of G——, and the 
veſſels which are moor'd on each fide, 
and where the obſtruction is a regu- 
lar, and continued one from North, 

to South, do not impede the progreſs 
of the tide, infinitely more than two 12 
or 14 feet Piers of a Bridge; and whe- 
ther, upon this principle, they might 
not ſay to the Gentlemen who are 
Proprietors on the Banks of the Trent, 
© You ſhall build neither houſes, nor - 
warehouſes thereon, for any purpoſe 
whatſoever, becauſe the veſſels you 

will moor againſt them, will top the 


tide, and obſtruct our navigation,” 
Riſum reneatis | 1 


The laſt argument made uſe of 
againſt the Bridge was, that it cou d 
not prove prejudicial to Gainſbro', 
greatly as it might ſo to the Trade 
in general, becauſe it wou'd be erect- 
: ; ed 


„ 
ed to the South of the Town. WII 
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Gainſbro chen receive no Injury by an 


obſtruction, properly ſo call'a, above 


as well as below the "Town ? Are 
not the Merchants, and Traders equal 


ly concern'd with thoſe of Stafford- 


ſhire, and Derbyſhire, in whatever 


may. tend materially to impede this 


3 
navigation; and each of them, inan 


Infihitely greater proportion than thoſe 
of Lincoln; whoſe inferiority ought 
to be Matt of bumiliation, rather 
than of preſumption ? Are not the 


one. carriers, agents, and factors for 


the other ? ? bs not Gainſbro- the very 


central ſpot where the Sea navigation 
terminates on the one hand, and the 


Inland on the other? and on this ac- 
count not improperly « called: the Port 
to the' Up pper Country:, 


the concluſion we may draw from 


them is not leſs ſtrong, evident, or 
Jatis* 


—Theſe are 
facts Which can never be diſputed, and 
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ſatisfactory : — that whatever is detri- 
mental, or injurious to the traders to 
any port, muſt in a certain degree, 
and proportion affect the port itſelf ; 
whatever is beneficial, and advanta- 
geous to it muſt be ſenſibly felt, and 
in like degree by the traders; and can- 


not but be highly . and agree- 
able to them. 


In the purſuit of my general plan, I 
ſhall now addreſs a few words to cer- 
tain Individuals of the Town, who 
ſeem to reprobate the meaſure as pre- 
judicial, in a commercial point of 
view, to their reſpective eſtates, and 
intereſts upon the Trent. I wou'd aſk 
them whether any convenience, for 
the purpoſe of trade, ſuch as a houſe, 
wharf, or warehouſe, can be built for 
leſs money on the Weſt, than on the 
Eaſt Side of the Towu ? Whether 


there 
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there are not, at this moment, two, 
or more of the latter unoccupied on 
chis ſide, the. rent of which wou'd be 
leſs than the intereſt of a certain ſum 
of money, which muſt be expended 
upon them on the other, including the 
purchaſe, and all the ſubſequent build- 
ings neceſſary for the ee, and 
expediting of buſinefs? becauſe with 
reſpect to the money a for that 


purpoſe, whether it belong Jo the pro- 


prietor of the land, who builds for the 
accommodation of another, or to the 
trader himſelf, who ſettles, purchaſes, 
and builds there, it is exactly the 
fame thing, as a certain rate of in- 
tereſt muſt be either paid, or allow'd 
for it. | 


I cannot therefore help concluding, 
on the preſumption too of the Trade 
increaſing conſiderably by the pro- 
pos'd meaſure, that the preference, 
will 
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will in this, and every other caſe, be 
given to the unoccupied wharfs, on 
this ſide of the river; and after they 
are taken, the more inhabitants an 
increas'd, and flouriſhing ſtate of trade 
will attract to the oppoſite ſhore, the 
better, as they muſt all come to Eaſt- 
Gainſbro' market, not only for provi- 
ſions, but for every other article of 
life. To ſuppoſe indeed, as ſome per- 
ſons have done, that the old, and 
eſtabliſhed merchants will leave a com- 
fortable houſe, and extenſive ware- 
houſes, and remove to the Weſtern 
ſhore, for the mere purpoſe of ſaving 
eight, or ten pounds, per annum, in 
Taxes, (and with other views they 
cannot do it) is to degrade them in the 
eſtimation of mankind, below the 
very incurables of Bedlam, Far from 
giving the leaſt degree of credit to 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, I will urge for 
them againſt the argument in favour 

D | of 
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of Taxes, the Argumentum ad Cre 
menam,—their long purſes, eſtabliſh'd 
credit, character, and reputation; 
which muſt preponderate in the ba- 
lance againſt the Weſtern Settlers, as 
much as a wedge of gold when op- 
pos'd to a feather. 


I bave now ſufficiently treſpaſs'd up- 
on the patience of the reader, and ſhall 
only obſerve further, that the Gentle- 
men of this County, and thoſe which 
adjoin to it, will ſooner or later ſee 
the abſolute neceſſity of erecting a 
Bridge, in defiance of ' oppoſers, at 
one or other of the places before-men- 
tioned ; and at which of them will be 
of little conſequence to the Stafford- 
ſhire, and Derbyſhire navigators above, 
as an equal degree (if any)-of difficul- 
ty, danger, and delay, . muſt attend 


them, in the courſe of their naviga- 


tion thro? it, . 
VE | 
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1 heartily wiſh the utmoſt Succeſs 
may attend the Preſent undertaking, 
as I ſineerely believe it will promote 
the general Welfare of the adjoining 
Counties, and alotig therewith, the 
particular Intereſts of a flouriſhing, 
and commercial Town ; whoſe Peti- 
tion to Parliament in favor of the mea- 
ſure, with the collateral ſupport it will 
receive, mult in the end triumph over 
all oppoſition. Matter however of 
too ſenſible regret it cannot be, that 
a noble Lord whoſe public Spirit on - 
this, and many other occaſions, are 
moſt commendable, and praiſe-wor- 
thy, ſhou'd have been prevented 
from perſonally attending the laſt 
meeting, which was holden with ſo 
truly laudable a deſign. — The per- 
ſonal influence of a Nobleman 
wou'd have had great weight with 
the lower claſs of Subſcribers to- 


wards raiſing the neceſſary Supplies ; 
and 


LS 
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and without theſe, every 

however good, every cauſe -} -NO 
jult, in which. the, Public are con- 
cern'd, muſt fail of its deſired; ef- 


felt, and often fink 
oblivion ! e 


o 


into unmerited 
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